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Dear Parents / Guardians,

A big welcome back to everyone after the December holidays. I do hope everybody had a chance to relax and unwind after a busy term last year. Term 2 proves to be just as busy with so many events penned down on our calendar. This term we have parent workshops, more cake sales, open day, target setting day, world maths day, mock exams, primary book week and the start of the April and May IGCSE exams!

School Management
  
The Board of Directors last week decided to appoint me as Headmaster of the school on a full time basis. Mr Walton will play an important part of the Senior Management Team as my Assistant Headmaster in charge of the Secondary school. Mrs Rampall will lead the Primary school and Mrs Wickham will concentrate on the Early Years department.

Year 11

Last Monday our Year 11 pupils got their IGCSE November examination results. They were all excellent. All our students gained A- C grades and are now busy preparing fortheir final set of examinations in May. We wish you all the best.
 
Golden Book

So far this term the following have been included in the Golden Book:

	Noel
Ruteraj
Oscar
Keith
	Humanities
	Fantastic projects on the Roman Empire

	Nusiabah
Ramona
	Humanities
	Fantastic projects on migration for your Geography IGCSE

	Mariam
	Year 8 / Boarding
	She was so helpful during boarding duty. She spent a lot of time on her own helping me finish the Zanzibar poster. Her help was very much appreciated

	Kenneth
Saeed
	Year 2
	A great start to Term 2, really trying hard in all areas. A pleasure to teach

	Zhade
	Year 5
	Fantastic imagination shown in Literacy work this week. Mrs Lewis and Miss Claire were blown away by your responses when you were ‘in character’ as the skeleton

	Glory
	Year 10
	Excellent revision over the Christmas holidays in Biology, Chemistry and Physics. Mr O’ Reilly says it was better than what Year 11 produced and many AS students! Well done.

	Dominic
	Year 5
	Dominic has come back to school this term with a totally different attitude. Mrs Lewis is so happy with the concentration you show in class, and the high standard of work you are now producing – keep it up!!




Volunteers 

This term I am happy to say we have four volunteers. Miss Claire Sommers who was with us last term decided she liked MIS so much that she wanted to stay with us for all of this term too! I am delighted to say she will be spending most of her time working with some of our students that have English as their second language. 

Mr & Mrs Snyder join us this term. They hail from Calgary in Canada, and are training to become qualified teachers. They have already spent some time on Zanzibar relaxing before joining us for a full on busy term.

Kai Vogt, who many of you know already, has also joined us this term. Kai has been away from Tanzania recently studying but has agreed to give up his time to help us out here at MIS.

All of our volunteers are useful additions to our staff, and from their abundance of energy and enthusiasm your children will learn and gain so much from them this term.

Website

Please check our website on a weekly basis. I will try and update it every Friday afternoon. Everything that is going on at school will be put on there for your information. The term two calendar which you should all have since last week has already been put on there. I will also highlight some important dates for your calendar on there.

Chicken Pox 

Lately two of our students have been diagnosed with Chicken Pox. Please be aware of this, and if you notice any rash on your child seek medical advice from your doctor straight away.

Nursery / Reception

A big thank you to all the parents who attended Mrs Wickham’s parent workshop last week. There will be another parent workshop next month, more details will follow shortly.

In the nursery class, Miss Lillian has sadly left us. She has gone back to Nairobi to further her studies. In the meantime, Miss Fatema a fully qualified Early Years teacher has stepped up her role to take over the nursery class until the Easter holidays. A big thank you to Miss Fatema, I hope you enjoy your time as a class teacher with us.


New Matron

Mrs Madalla the Matron in the Junior Boys Boarding has unfortunately had to leave us due to ill health. Mrs Madalla had some surgery recently and needs some time to recover.

Mrs Hellen Assey will be joining us from Monday 30th January. She will be replacing Mrs Madalla in the Junior Boys. Mrs Assey has several years experience of working with children and is a qualified nurse. There is no doubt that she will be an excellent addition to our Matron staff.

Swimming Pool membership

From the 1st February the swimming pool rules will change. From this date every person who wishes to swim must be a full member of the swimming pool. Non members will not be allowed to use the pool or the schools’ facilities. This rule is being enforced as on the weekends the pool is very busy. To reduce congestion and increase the health and safety we will introduce this rule.

If you are interested in becoming a member, please contact the school office for information about membership fees etc. 

Secondary school

Just to remind everybody that all pupils should bring with them the correct kit for all their lessons. A pencil case with all the relevant pens etc, a geometry set and swimming / PE costume when needed.

Some changes in school

Some changes have been done to a few things around school for the benefit of the pupils and the staff. With the warm weather the English and Humanities rooms were humid with no real breeze going through to cool the classrooms down. Both rooms now have three ceiling mounted fans allowing for adequate air to be circulated making them a pleasant working environment.

On Monday work will begin on providing laptop lockers for the pupils. We kindly ask that if a pupil wishes to use one of these lockers to store their laptops during the day, they must bring a padlock with them and give the spare key to their tutor. Also, no laptop should be left in the lockers overnight as the school will take no responsibility for laptops lost or stolen out of school hours. Once the lockers have been constructed, I will write to you again with more information.

Important dates for your calendar

End of the first half term – Friday 17th February 12:20pm
Half term -                          Monday 20th – Friday 24th February 2012.
Second term begins –         Monday 27th February 2012.
End of the second term –   Thursday 5th April.
Term 3 begins –                  Wednesday 2nd May 2012.





Mr J. Lewis
Headmaster
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